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The Bioethical imperative: responsible harmony with all forms of life
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Roots of Bioethics
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Schools of Bioethics
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Bioethics Imperative
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Example: Medical Ethics
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Future of Bioethics
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The Bioethical Imperative:
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“Respect every living being in
general as an end in itself and
treat it, if possible, as such!”
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Fritz Jahr 1926
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The Bioethical Imperative 4= fr{EE 2164

Immanuel Kant 1785 Categorical Imperative
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‘Everything in the entire creation, if one wants and has power over it,
can be used as a means only; only the human person and with
him every intelligent being is an end in himself. He is the subject
of the moral law, which is sacred, based on the autonomy of his will’
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Fritz Jahr 1926 Bioethical Imperative:
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‘The guiding principle for our actions in the Bioethical Imperative:
Respect every living being on principle as a end in itself and
treat it, if possible, as such!’

R RRHE G Medr, K IUE B R

Biopsychics AE#0E

‘we have to add (not replace) Biopsychic to Biophysics and Biochemistry

and to recognize that psychic movements of lower or higher form, simple
and complicated wills, tendencies to protect organic unity and drives and
willing [Wollungen] .. are means to the highest goal — ruling or modifying
directly or indirectly actions of life. .. Far away from describing the will as
a product of mechanical reflexes, reflexes are better understood as
residuals of original will processes’
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Rudolf Eisler, 1909, Das Wirken der Seele
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Bio-Psychik - Bio-Ethik 4. 0LH-4 A3
Aristotle: 3 Sciences: Physics, Ethics, Logic
TWELEME: 3R P, RIS, B
Rudolf Eisler: We need to subdivide Physics into physical sciences
and life sciences; also, we have to add Biopsychics — the psychik as a

biological phenomenon' to Biophysics "and Biochemistry for
methodologlcal clarity and scientific inquiry.
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Rudolf Eisler: Das Wirken der Seele. Ideen zu einer organischen Psychologie, 1909

Fritz Jahr: ,Biopsychics is Soul Science of all forms of life. From
Biopsychics there is only a small step to Bioethics, i.e. the recognltlon
of moral duties not only towards humans, but towards all living entities*
Fritz Jahr A ORI ST A A D B o IAE OB i) A
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Fritz Jahr: Bioethik, in: Kosmos 24(1927):4
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[ DEFINITIONS OF BIOETHICS T Em BB ZREXT |

The systematic study of human conduct in the area of the life sciences and
the personal, professional and public moral commitment and conduct towards
all forms of life, in as far as this conduct is examined in the light of moral
values and principles Fritz Jahr 1926
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Bioethics — the Science of Survival
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‘The principles of bioethics can reasonably be stated as: autonomy,
beneficence, nonmaleficience, and justice’  Beauchamp, Childress, 2001
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« ‘Autonomy, Dignity, Integrity, Vulnerability European Model, Kemp etc 2008
HEME ™, EH. HE

+ 'The systematic study of human conduct in the area of the life sciences and
health care, in as far as this conduct is examined in the light of moral values
and principles’ Warren Reich, 1995
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van Rensselar Potter 1971

[ PROFESSIONAL CHARACTER OF BIOETHICS |
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(1) Bioethics is a new and necessary academic discipline .
ARG LA T TR AR AR A 2 B ¥ 2
) Bloethlcs is a necessary moral attitude, conviction and conduct.
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(3) Bioethics recognlzes and respects all living interrelations and
mteractlon nature and culture.
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(4) Bioethics defines legitimate obligations in personal and
professional settings: in the public sphere, in education,
consultancy public morality, and culture
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(5) Bioethics as a foundatlonal religious, philosopical and ethical
concept is as old as human reasoning tat tvan asi
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DEFINITIONS OF BIOETHICS Il ZE a3 Z ) 5& L

Justice, Equality, Autonomy, Benignancy, Ahimsa, Altruism, Human
Solidarity, Respect for the Dead, Respect to other forms of life,
Preservation of Life’ Kishore 2003
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Czc())gl_;)assion, Respect, Righteousness, Responsibility, Ahimsa Tai
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5 empirically proven golden Human Capacities; Communication,
Cooperatlon Competence, Compassmn Cultivation Sass 2012
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Deficiencies of the ,autonomy, no harm, do good,
justice model
BEt, Mig, A, AEEARAR
Century old principles of ,competence’ and ,compassion‘ are missing
Expert ethics principles are not matched with lay ethics principles

,Autonomy‘ and ,justice' are social and cultural principles and need
to be implemented not just in the subsystem ,health care’

Health care principles need to include corporate health care
providers as partners
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FRITZ JAHR: ,OLD KNOWLEDGE IN NEW CLOTHES
FRITZ JAHR: BIHERHIMIBSIA
Science and Ethics
Rh b g
Moral Sentiment and Cultural Tradition
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Duties towards Non-human Life
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Duties towards Living Environments
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Compassion is essential content of the Golden Rule
i I £ 552 A2 R 1
Personal Health Care Ethics and Public Health Ethics
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Ethics and the Media
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Methods in Ethics Consultation and Education
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE VE a6 F 27 7 21

Science and EthicsR} 2R3 2
The Bioethical Imperative guides ethical and cultural attitudes and
responsibilities in the life sciences and towards all forms of life
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The Bioethical Imperative is a necessary result of moral reasoning
based on empirical physiology and psychology of humans, plants,
and animals.
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Symbiosis is the basic model in the struggle for survival. ‘Egoisms
and altruism are no necessarily incompatible ethical adversaries.
Egoisms mentality as a natural phenomenon is also a basic
human right’ Jahr 1929 [p.56]
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE |
HEMBEEKA S Scientific Insight RHEEHIAE

‘First of all, there are the basic similarity of humans and animals as probands in psychology.
Psychology is not limited to humans any more today, it applies the same methods to animal
life; and as there is a comparative anatomic-zoological research, there are highly educative
comparisons between human and animal souls. Indeed, also the beginnings of plant
psychology can be recognized. Even be%innings of plant psychology appear. .. Under these
circumstances it is only consequent when R. Eisler in summarizing uses the term Bio-
Psychics (soul science of all life forms). - It is only a small step from here to Bio-Ethics, i.e.
the assumption of moral duties not only towards humans but to all living beings as well’
Jahr 1927, p 23f
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Jahr 1927, p 23f
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The Bioethical Imperative is based on historical and other evidence
that ‘compassion is an empirical established phenomenon of the
human soul’
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Compassion with Animals seems to be an empirically given
phenomenon of the human soul’ Jahr 1928 [p.35f]
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE Ill A= @SB 2 [y A 11
Cultural and Moral Duties towards Non-human Life
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‘When we have a compassionate heart towards animals, then we will not
withhold pour compassion and help towards suffering humans. If
someone’s love is great enough to go beyond the borders of human-only
and sees this sanctity even in the most miserable creature, he or she will
find this sanctity as well in the poorest and lowest fellow human, will hold
it high and will not reduce it to class or society, interest group or party or
what el se may be considered.’ Jahr 1928, p 36
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE Il 4 @R &1l
‘Whose love is large enough to transcend the limits of human-only
and sees sanctity in the most miserable creature, will recognize and
cherish sanctity also in the poorest and lowest of his human brothers,
and he will not reduce it to a specific social class, an interest group,
a party, or anything else.
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On the other hand, insensible cruelty to animals is evidence of a
cruel character, which may as such become dangerous towards his

human environment’ Jahr 1928 [p36]
S35, BRI R S N S R I, R VFIR K AT SR
Bosma. Jahr 1928 [p36]
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE Ill A= @S B2 [y A 11
Cultural and Moral Duties towards Non-human Life
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‘We cannot overlook that such moral obligations towards a living entity
in reality are determined by its ‘needs’ (Herder) respectively its ‘destiny’
(Krause). So, the needs of animals seem to be lower in quantity and
less complicated in content than those of humans. This is even more
true for plants.’ Jahr 1928, p. 39

SRR SR IE I SO A AT % 1 “ iz i ReE, BATA X —
s UL, HAKMILL, ST REEL, FRAAE B . B
LR

Jahr 1928, p. 39

BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE Il
‘In sum, the guidance for our moral actions has to be the Bio-Ethical Imperative:
Respect every living being, including animals, as an end in itself and treat it, if
possible, as such! And if someone does not want to accept the absolute validity
of such a rule in as far as animals and plants are concerned, he should -
repeating what was said before - in recognition of the moral obligation towards
human society in general nevertheless follow it*
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Jahr, 1928, p 36

“One must act to treat every person as an end and never as a means only”
Kant 1788
CRATLA KA N LR R R, AR LR T B
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE IV ZE i 16 57 an 2V
Sym-biosis and Struggle for Life 1 3t %R 5EFESH]

In particular, the interrelationship between egoism and altruism
shows in the relationship of the individual as part of a community,
may it be a professinal organization, a political party, a village or an
urban community, a national organization etc. Without doubt, there
are people who submit their entire existence unto such a community,
even sacrifice for it and in this way behave purely altruistic.’
Jahr 1929, p 54
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE IV A @S B 22 [F) iy &1
Sym-biosis and Struggle for Life 2 %E%ﬁ'—ii@n%z

‘Is it not the drive of a business man to outdo his competition or at least
to be equally successful; his dealings with customers serve the same
purpose. He would be a poor business man, besides, if he would do
otherwise. Similarly, national economy and world economy cannot and
will not do without making good use of the struggling between different
professions and different states.’ Jahr 1929, p. 52
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE IV A G2 fr & IV
Sym-biosis and Struggle for Life 4 tFEX R 54 HE 4

‘How does a young person (respectively parents or guardians) act,
when determining which intellectually satisfying job to choose for life?
He inquires about his main interests and his best opportunities to have
a good career, also in regard to the family. Only rarely does he ask
‘How can | serve humanity best with my properties and gifts?’

Jahr 1929, p 52
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Jahr, 19294, 527
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Sym-biosis and Struggle for Life 3 L7 % R LA ES3

‘Our entire life and activities in politics, business, in the office and the in laboratory,
in the workshop, in the farm fields are .. not based on love in the first place, but
many times on competition with other competitors. Quite often we are not
cognizant of this fight as long as we proceed without hate and in a fair, legal and
accepted manner. Similarly, as we cannot avoid the fight with our fellow humans,
we cannot avoid the struggle for life with other living beings. Nevertheless, we will
not want to loose the ideal of responsibility as a guide’ Jahr 1928, p. 39
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21

BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE V A it B (¥ 6 2V

Golden Rule and Categorical Imperative3% & | 5 4% 4r &

‘These and similar definitions only give a formal indication for a ‘good’ action. The
motive could be, despite of such an indication, even crude egoism, i.e. a mutual
contract: Do nothing to me, then | will nothing do to you .. Love is the implementation
of the moral law.. More than 2000 years before Schopenhauer the 5th
Commandment has recognized from a broader perspective the benefit... under the
perspective of sanctity of life and life’s expressions. Therefore the Imperative ‘You
shall not killl’ We know from Jesus, that the 5th Commandment does not only prohibit
killing, but all bad deeds towards others, even the bad word, the bad attitude’
Jahr, 1934, Drei Studien zum 5. Gebot. Ethik 11:184
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE VI 4 ffe: B4 ) i 4V
‘Do not kill!” - Health Ethics and Public Health Ethics
CRBERET — DARES AL ARG

‘How have the duties towards oneself as mentioned in the 5th Commandment
to be fulfilled in concrete?’ ‘By not taking one’s own life, by not shortening it,
hurting or endangering, by not weakening one’s health by unchaste behavior,
excessive eating and drinking, rage, frivolous foolhardiness and daredevilry etc.
Especially important are the protection of sexual cleanness and the avoidance
of abuse of alcoholic beverages...the New Testament judgment is particularly
clear: if you commit fornication, you sin against your own life’
Jahr 1934, p. 79
R CGEIEERY M ARHZIT IR EAILEAT I 7 ORRliT
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AHEFAA STH BT ARG — A AR, G EEnZM, A%, RS IR
IR R B R )i v BEAEE G IR ORI - - BT A2 S
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Jahr, 19344F, 7970
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE VI ZE 16 BL i n 2V

,Do not kill!* - Health Ethics and Public Health Ethics 2
CRBERE” — DAEMRELS AL PRI

‘He who fulfills moral duties towards oneself correctly, avoids hurting
others as well. We can demonstrate this in regard to the already
mentioned issues of sex and alcohol: He, who follows the vice of
indecency runs the danger of hurting himself bodily and mentally.
Sexual diseases as well threaten. But weakness and sickness cause
that victim to become more or less a burden to the community, thus
hurting all. If he has offsprings, he damages those by making them to
inherit a weak and sick nature, which in turn cause burdens and
damages to the community’. Jahr, 1934, p. 79
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE VI 4 & B2 ) i 4V
,Do not kill!* - Health Ethics and Public Health Ethics 3
CRRERET — DAMRELS AL RS

‘He, who protects his own life from being hurt, fulfills at the same time

his obligations towards the community. Similarly with alcoholism: He,

who is dependent on alcohol, may risk severe bodily and emotional
dangers. And in doing so, he not only hurts himself, but his family,

his offsprings, Jahr 1934 [p81f]
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE VI
,Do not kill! — The Golden Rule “FREEREE" — &M

The 5th Commandment: ‘This all shows the universal importance of
the 5th Commandment, which needs to be employed in regard to all life.
Rewriting the 5th Commandment results in the Bio-ethical Imperative:
Respect every living being on principle as a goal in itself and treat it, if
possible, as such!” Jahr 1934, p. 84

“You shall not kill, The 5. Commandment in: Deuteronomy 5:17

‘Tat tvam asi’, [It (the other being) is you as well] Upanishad
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BIVETHICAL IMFERATIVE VI
Do not kil — The Golden Rule “REERZL" — B4

The Golden Rule: “Thou shall not kill!”

‘As far as such realizations of such moral duties to all living beings are
concerned, it might seem utopian. But we may not ignore, that moral
obligations to towards a living being related to its ‘needs’ (Herder) respectively
to its ‘destiny’ (Krause) ... Here also comes the principle of the struggle for
survival into play, a principle which also modifies our moral obligations towards
fellow humans... Within these limits there always will be enough possibilities for
bioethical actions’ Jahr 1934, p. 83
BRI ARARRZAS 7
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BIOETHICAL IMPERATIVE VII A& FE 2 fdr 4 VI
Public responsibities of Bioethicists A M BHZRNAILHIE

‘And if you believe that the press media is only motivated to create a
public opinion or at least strongly influence it, then from an ethical
perspective it becomes even a duty to contribute towards development
of attitudes and convictions according to one’s best knowledge and
conscience’. Jahr 1928 [p.43]
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Bioethics Imperative VI A @& E 2 {64 VI
Bioethics Consultation and Education A {8 G A E

‘Methodologically it is not accefptable to present only what is suitable
and to suppress unsuitable facts or to denrv or manipulate them at
will. - The benefits and shortcomings of different opinions and
shortcomings must be discussed. - When you present your personal
opinion, it must be in an impartial form. - Always consider different
character attitudes.’ Jahr 1930 [p.61]
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Bioethics Imperative VI 4 @i B 22y 4 VI
Bioethics Consultation and Education Il A&/ B EHFIHE I

‘Presenting a personal opinion always should be done without putting
obligations on others; also, one should not forget to present the shortcoming
of one’s own conviction. —

Instead of tendentious manipulation of attitudes, pupils should be given every
opportunity to develop their own attitude and conviction, respectively giving
them objective material for developing their own attitudes and convictions
later’ Jahr 1930, p. 61f

FEHA NI RN RAZ MBS IR 55 [, AiEsidit | oEs
AR .

Bz T E— PN KRB E &GS, BB E T
JERME B BURE & ) 2R S A, T AS A 16T P R A A A

BIOETHICS IN THE 21TH CENTURY - 211 & ({1 A= frfs 2%
Towards integrating different fields of bioethics |

SEEAREENRRGR |
« BIO-ETHICS is a new academic discipline and needs to become a
reconstituted global and transcultural ethics and attitude.

« BIO-ETHICS unfortunately under the influence of contemporary
American culture is limited to a narrow understanding of medical
ethics only, missing primarily millennia old traditions of competence
and compassion even in caring for the sick and frail.
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BIOETHICS IN THE 21TH CENTURY 2114 iy fir fh 02
Towards integrating different fields of bioethics Il
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« BIO-ETHICS provides a new conceptual understanding of living
social and cultural interactions among individuals, corporations,
communities and countries as living beings in symbiosis.

« BIO-ETHICS can be implemented by individual and corporate
persons, various communities, cultures and countries in prudent use
of our 5-C human capacities: Communication, Cooperation,
Competence, Compassion, Cultivation.
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Caring for health is a balancing act
RERRRE—FPHETS

Health is not just a status, rather a balanced result of health-
competent care of one’s own physical, emotional, and social
well-being and well-feeling,

achieved in competent understanding, modification and enhancement
of individual genetic, social and environmental properties,

with the support of health care professionals and

through equal access to health care services, including information,
prediction and prevention
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Cultural dimensions of health care ethics
BT AR A
All ethics, including medical, clinical ethics, and clinical ethics
education and training has to be ‘intercultural’ given
[a] differences between cultures,
[b] personal interpretation within one culture,
[c] balancing decision making among and between partners
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[c] TE AR 2 P AN Z ) T4 e 55
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Health care ethics is partnership ethics
ST AR B A A B2

Between father and son, there should be affection, between ruler and
minister, there should be righteousness, between husband and wife,
there should be attention to their separate functions, between young
and old, there should be a proper order, and between friends, there
should be faithfulness’ [Mencius]

Between experts, citizens, and corporate persons there should be

pet and p i fairness and trust,

communication and cooperation [HMS]

LT, BEAL KO, KOARF, MEARE [#HT]
BR AREENZE, AR, APEE SRS E1F
[HMS]
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Communication
o}

Health care expert: essential to diagnose the patient's medical and
wish-and-value status

Lay person: essential to provide expert with necessary information for
individualized treatment

Corporate person: essential to communicate corporate goals and ethics
within the institution and as a good neighbor in the neighborhood

BTG ST BT 5 AN IR L 2 0
AR e N BRI BT R L B
FEN: TEEBEA, ARE AR — RESIREE B A F ARG HE 2 R A2 £

Cooperation

A
=

Health care expert: cooperation-in-trust within the team and with
patients and families essential for success

Lay person: cooperation-in-trust essential for successful health care
Corporate person: leadership in providing and supporting cooperation
essential for corporate success and recognition

e SIECCATIPY SIS ON s ISy (AN W & SV 3]
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Competence
R

Health care expert: indispensable for good professional and patient-
oriented service

Lay person: indispensable in caring for one’s health and in partnership
with experts

Corporate person: indispensable for good service
BT ol N B B (R AL A A 5 ) AR 55 A A B2 1)

RIZIVNE PS4 S TSN 12 3 = RO USSR O P 31
EA: RAFHIRSS R
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Compassion

Health care expert: expertise without ethics is blind, ethics without
expertise is helpless
Lay person: a golden rule for everyone in reciprocity

Corporate person: overreaching principle over organizational and
financial goals and principles

BT A By DRACE NN E B, 86 LGRS

AR A B N SR
A U S IECE #95 R A EU

40

Cultivation

B

For experts and lay persons in health care facilities and for those
facilities themselves, cultivation as self-cultivation and partnership
cultivation needs to be an overreaching goal in pursuing and
implementing competence with compassion, compassionate and
competent communication and cooperation.

XF BT N RGN L, LRSI R, (R R IR
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‘Cultivate the self and virtue will be true;

BT 5, HAETII

cultivate the family and virtue will be complete;

B2 TR, HETR

cultivate the village and virtue will grow;

B, K

cultivate the country and virtue will be rich;

BT, HAET+

cultivate the world and virtue will be wide”

BZFRTF, HAETE Lao Zi,no.54
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Roots and Futures of the Bioethics Imperative Il

‘Cultivate yourself and virtue becomes true;

B2 T 5, HAETIR

Cultivate individual and corporate persons and virtue will be complete;

B FANRHLL, HAETy %

Cultivate social and natural environments and virtue will grow;

B2 TR HRAEL JETIK

Cultivate communication and cooperation, and life will be rich;

B2 FRR B EE, HETE

Cultivate compassion and competence, and life will be rich;

B2 TRNEMTES, HAThH
Cultivate bios and bioethics, and world and virtue will be wide

B2 TR G A E AT 2, AR R AEAT T
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